[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSjqV0qWq8P_RoqNzs0auW5XWO0U7LlvrCYgofFdRCOd6gT6yhk3rppnw]
45 Books Reluctant Readers Love to Read
(list constructed by Kelly Gallagher)

Coming of Age/Peer Pressure/Relationships

1.	[image: http://i.ebayimg.com/00/$(KGrHqZ,!l4E2EEKctCHBNq(yII!Dw~~_7.JPG?set_id=89040003C1]	The Bluford series, Paul Langan.  
Life in an inner city school.

2.  	[image: http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-nEJcopL1e1s/TVYTlotwDOI/AAAAAAAACgI/Ca87NUZB_2k/s1600/the-book-thief3.jpg]	The Book Thief, Markus Zusak.
Death narrates this story of a young girl who finds solace in books during the Holocaust.

3. 	[image: http://photo.goodreads.com/books/1176878447l/662597.jpg]	Cut, Patricia McCormick.  
Callie, a fifteen-year old, is a “cutter” who seeks help for her self-destruction.

4.	[image: http://theunquietlibrary.files.wordpress.com/2010/09/dreamland.jpg]	Dreamland, Sarah Dessen.   
This book explores the consequences of having an abusive boyfriend.

5.	[image: http://www.ebook3000.com/upimg/201012/06/10482968.jpeg]	Gossip Girl series, Cecily Von Ziegesar.  
Life in side a New York City jet set private school.

6.	[image: http://www.bartsbookshelf.co.uk/bookshelf/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/I-am-the-Messenger-by-Marcus-Zusak-194x300.jpg]	I am the Messenger, Markus Zusak.  
A botched bank robbery changes a nineteen-year-old’s life.

7.	[image: http://images.amazon.com/images/P/0786851961.01._AA240_SCLZZZZZZZ_.jpg] 	It’s Kind of a Funny Story, Ned Vizzini.  
A teen seeks counseling in a psychiatric hospital.


8.	[image: http://www.teenreads.com/art/covers/140w/9780142410974.jpg] 	Just Listen, Sarah Dessen.  
An incident at a high school party has far-reaching consequences.

9.	[image: http://3.bp.blogspot.com/-en_-mt8iFYE/ThoxXF0eEzI/AAAAAAAADQo/TkuPdST9IwI/s1600/The%2BKite%2BRunner.jpg] 	The Kite Runner, Khaled Hosseini.  
Two young boys in 1970s Afghanistan take very different paths.

10.	[image: http://img2.imagesbn.com/images/24660000/24661430.JPG]	Looking for Alaska, John Green. 
Miles, 16, is an outcast sent to a boarding school.

11.	[image: http://www.jodipicoult.com/images/my-sisters-keeper-lg.jpg] 	My Sister’s Keeper, Jodi Picoult.  
Examines the difficult choices a family must make when one of the children is diagnosed with a life-threatening illness.

12.	[image: http://www.jodipicoult.com/images/covers/19-400.jpg] 	Nineteen Minutes, Jodi Picoult.  
Another delicate topic: the consequences of a high school shooting.

13.	[image: http://www.jodipicoult.com/images/the-pact-06-lg.jpg] 	The Pact, Jodie Picoult.
A teenage suicide has devastating consequences for two families.

14.	[image: http://refineme.org/images/books/theperks.jpg] 	The Perks of Being a Wallflower, Stephen Chbosky.
Charlie, a freshman, tries to find his way in a high school.

15.	 [image: http://www.paulvolponibooks.com/Rooftop.jpg] 	Rooftop, Paul Volponi.  
A shooting becomes a focal point for social justice.

16.	[image: See full size image] 	The Rules of Survival, Nancy Werlin.  
The story of three siblings struggling to overcome child abuse.

17.	[image: See full size image]	Running Out of Time, Margaret Peterson Haddix.  
Jessica, who thinks it is 1840, is more than surprised to find out it is really 2006.

18.	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTN1VUpU8E_7tY3sE3DxEmfrtfxqRtnRgA1KYXETnvgF4dsIJSnDOI5vrc3] 	Someone Like You, Sarah Dessen.  
Two best friends lean on each other when a calamity occurs.

19.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcS_zguyzRt6yaJTRjw_Gm9jZZZwHCUxP24aOHljaMa92CpTKFHFnN_NcHQ] 	That Summer, Sarah Dessen. 
A teenage girl deals with her parents’ divorce.

20.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQxXA-pgoibGq8BWx00TUFo0PCdpcKqkjQVE7y9oyO_twurtx4w9cBg3rY] 	Thirteen Reasons Why, Jay Asher.
  				A teenager receives haunting audiotapes after a suicide.

21.	[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSNnPvGhYa6nFnvTbgyBm3qbiJfMi0gsch9IKHBtqo4IavqOQsgWDD848U] 	This Lullaby, Sarah Dessen.
A modern-day teen romance.

22.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTauT9vb2dpiRPQLVf62qXbj-NRc911Lc88W_c1XNsb5bJpwSmzswbknGs] 	Twisted, Laureie Halse Anderson.  
Tyler, busted for tagging, tries to find his way through his senior year.


23.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTwT1KMdUQVMMQNAbCfw6nAdNP3vzzZ-5YrVdTBag9_M68ObmGTaN6e_9Y] 	Upstate, Kalisha Buckhanon.
Two lovers are separated by a horrendous crime.

FANTASY/ SCIENCE FICTION/ VAMPIRE

24.	 [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTnYvnY75N41Y46f5IieNoxiIMVjHyoKj7tirkHNx__h42MbThBCyn85AM]	 A Certain Slant of Light, Laura Whitcomb.  
Helen died 130 years ago, but she’s still around. 

25.			Cirque du Freak series, Darren Shan.  
There is more to a traveling freak show than meets the eye.

26.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTSgcVZJz-Ztgi4Z_8wIccGmhAPM7N1FmDILWJaQaSfS3Fsvwy1D8DBMw] 	Elsewhere, Gabrielle Zebin.  
Liz is getting younger, not older, every day.

27.	 [image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTYHJtuhGZGFduH_ysngJ6yIpT-5a4834Ch7ZoyKBs89LRFu-FVaRYJ6MZg] 	A Great and Terrible Beauty, Libba Bray.  
The School Library journal calls this novel “an interesting combination of fantasy, light horror, and  historical fiction, with a dash of romance thrown in for good measure.”

28.	[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQfsrb4XaKSEqv9JTrAOG8qE0Zm2dq46sEkzDufYiCA4bGssQ0xmoCT1s4] 	House of the Scorpion, Nancy Farmer.  
In the future, a scientist brings a number of clones to life.

29.	 [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTa34z4nfrQNdFFgz10Tji3vAu1oANvQXyr8aDn49iUp5F_cu3hBDuIQhUb]	 Life as We Knew It, Susan Beth Pfefs, 
A meteor collides with the moon, with disastrous results for Earthlings.

30.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTqmFoDEwiAQJkryl8uI4VZrnPm5MNe1gga6qRoEFtXo9dGeN4s6Nd3fbg] 	Rebel Angels, Libba Bray.  
A sequel to A Great and Terrible Beauty.

31.	[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSQAEP3dUukl6JQ_8QORyAVnXGhvCHdWeTSPYoODcfPk_GNLyMhezEUPII] 	The Twilight Saga series. Stephen Meyer. 
A teenage romance with a vampire twist.

32.	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcReVSlXhS9lcC48O9QN7nFTqNxZfjXeZM-SH5-AzufoZ8kujDVPmx3GUT0] 	The Uglies series, Scott Westerfeld.  
Life in a futuristic society where everyone is “ugly.

33.	[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQtAATarg0EDiQBvGieRsYBTMxLUoLetbt0bryqJ28-7q7l4XFPQzA2j_4] 	Wheel of time series, Robert Jordan. 
The world has been broken by a phenomenal power in this series that is 
reminiscent of J.R.R. Tolkien.

34.	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSMEKI3XNwfRbNdB1Gq_V5yo5AqzGXAl8SNLMBhNxqRIa3nbWLfMXhdQag]	World War Z: An Oral History of the Zombie War, Max Brooks. 
The world is threatened by a zombie invasion.

MEMOIR AND NONFICTION

35.	[image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQxDjy8WWmBDjkZaG2t2JJ6dUMien9lvN7Tzt8HN5trtgpk8Q4LyLKPIU4] 	Girl, Interrupted, Susanna Kaysen. 
A sixteen-year old is  hospitalized in a psychiatric hospital.

36.	[image: http://t0.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcRp1IL-GvBXrhUh2J4dzj2mPF9o4ggvITe0b5A_MJ1ZXjxmNiotNMu6Dp3p]	The Glass Castle, Jeanette Walls.  
Another account of growing up in an eccentric, dysfunctional family. 

37.	 [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcR0m-NL9rUzl319YeZLMdq6iUttsBQGwSGNXAi3zzlEdlD-6q2nah4qE2wW] 	A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier, Ishmael Beah. 
A twelve-year-old’s account of surviving civil war in Sierra Leone.

38.  	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTHCyPkE4Vj_2xKjy4uVrXMxBAGIXMPwkXe7JWVCtLmmo_BEVRdfJOTxQ] Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member, Sanyika Shakur. 
The personal account of an L.A. gangbanger.

39.  	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcREwLJ02nY49_Sg80w0W8g5aqtRbPTGwTZORUpt-qve8E2lOJtHVQYCyA]	Phineas Gage:A Gruesome but  True Story About Brain Science, John Fleischman 
The incredible story of a recovery from severe trauma, and what it taught the scientific community.

40.	[image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcSkkNiX5n6JHVQhpyp517Y9kBxXK5NvbxlsisMZ3pgh-pyx_W3N7Sjf8A] 	Running with Scissors, Augusten Burroughs.
An account of growing up in an eccentric, dysfunctional family.

41.	 [image: http://t3.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcTK2K7-W3glTuiqZI5Tr2hUStiFGeqUkvFJTIZ_siw_Gqo0CTbv9Nn6Qx7-] 	U.S. Army Survival Handbook, Department of the Army.  
How to survive under the most adverse conditions.






SPORTS

42.	[image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQ-P0ohLiBUOd4wyh54UCqbc2VFCCsbZGdvHal0042mc_2Qbawg55klyxU] 	Crackback, John Coy.  
The trials and tribulations of teenage life, woven through the lens of a high school football team.

43.	 [image: http://t1.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcT_JPIu-JoshFe0XpAlVbkbQmuMfiM6ollkS2Hi8S1mIBTKCYKMCwX64LT2] Gym Candy, Carl Deuker.  
Mick Johnson, high school football star, considers using steroids.

MYSTERY

44.	 [image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQZIr-eB4emp5APd4jZnxzbJMkGeCxjb42B4cmA21pK2p6oqcFrNYvhlFU] 	The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time, Mark Haddon.
A poodle, Wellington, has been murdered.  Christopher, who is autistic, is on the case.

45.	 [image: http://t2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQBrO0ow7VlemF8vKLmAxdonwtbwr7V4CXx8UWXSeZ7G-d4GOdkAhED0NRP] The Lovely Bones, Alice Sebold.  
Susie Salmon recalls her murder from heaven (10th grade curriculum)
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